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Over the past several weeks, || ;.
have been trying different learn-
ing strategies in my classroom. |8
was lucky enough to be able to
visit the Science Leadership
Academy in Philadelphia with thf"
STEAM committee back in De-
cember.

While | was there, | was in-
trigued by their style of teaching’
The majority of the day the stu- -
dents were learning through
project-based learning. | was so §
inspired by this dynamic style th -
| decided to incorporate this into - -
my personal classroom. Current: =~
ly, in my 3rd and 4th grade sci-
ence classes, students are doint
some remarkable activities whic§
promote projectbased learning.

The 3rd graders have been
studying the digestive system.
Students have been working dili
gently at their science stations t¢_
seek answers to their unique
questions about the digestive
system! The 4th grade class ha
been studying plant and animal |
cells. We even planted our own
lima bean seeds and have been
observing them grow for two
weeks! Science
class is always an adventure.

fi By Curtis Henning, 3/4 Grade
Teacher at Hannah Penn



York High studies WWI soldier unit

Last week, U.S. History students at
William Penn studied the 389nfantry
Regiment, an African American unit
who served in World War [, but
whose story was nearly lost in history

until recent years.

The oHarl em Helll fi
group was nicknamed, trained to fight
in combat, only to be relegated to

menial tasks after arriving in France.

They finally had a chance to prove
themselves after General Pershing,
who refused to allow any of his white
troops to fight in the Allied units, as-
signed the Harlem Hellfighters to the
French forcesThey became one of the
most highly decorated American units

in WWI.

One of the soldiers, Sgt. Henry John-
son, singléandedly killed four Ger-
man soldiers and wounded over 20
more, while saving his comrades from

a surprise attack.
Despite his heroic efforts, Johnson

and many other African Americans
returned to a segregated postar

q ) they still f ou-@Hhyzeref o rcoutageous graup af soldiersyin VBWI, despite
America that did not respect or recog- " . . ,
nize their service.Johnson was post-  Stahle, Class of 2018 being the wishESIEEE——
humously awarded the Medal of Hon- 0Bl ack men/ Strong aGlaFs BP18d/ A man
or in 2015. Henry Johnson/ A StorgThédegyhbhpeddethaongdodt he

Asked why it is important to remem-
ber and honor the Harlem Hellfighters, 2018

students gave the following responses: 0Johnson went home a Clapeof 2918 y ¢

OThe acts of br avelréyn ndflessRodiguezylags of 2019

were great. They were segregatedbut 60 The Harl em Hel | fi ghii #aggie Sviafnas, York BlighrSocgltStudies

Jackson offers quality family time

Last week,, Jackson&hosted movie night in the
cafeteria for students and families. The crowd was
100 strong that came out to see a movie, have
snacks and listen to the Title | & Ill presentation. Ms.
Moyer, Ms. Barajas and Ms. Hioutis did an outstand-
ing job explaining Title | & Il to the parents and
giving them information to contact if they have ques-
tions or wish to be part of the school as a parent
liaison.

Parents and children came in their pajamas with
sleeping bags and made themselves comfortable on
the gym floor. The movie concluded at 7:45 p.m.,
which allowed parents to get their children home
for bedtime. As a parent was leaving, she comment-
ed to Mr. Torres that this is a great thing having a
movie night because there are parents who cannot
afford to take their kids to the movies. Knowing
this, the staff is working to incorporate more movie
ni ghts into next yeards event calendar s
munity has more opportunities to spend quality time
with their children in a safe and inviting climate. It
was a great night!

for

(0]

(0]

u

r

excerpt of poem by Toiyonda Orr, Class of  African American soldiers and paved the way
futur e dRoxankRijg ol di er s

di ed,

C O0om-



